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The Berlin Wall - A wall for shame 
 

Berlin, Germany's largest city and capital of German Reich 1871-1945 is the 
third most visited city in the European Union, is located 70 km from Poland 
and is flanked by the rivers Spree and Havel. Berlin is the capital of 
Germany. From the end of the war until 1991 Bonn was the capital of West 
Germany and East Berlin was the capital of the GDR. Berlin is a separate 
federal state named Berlin. Spree River flows through the city and around 
Berlin is the Land Brandenburg. Berlin is through its cultural and historical 
heritage one of Europe's most famous and visited cities. The city has about 
3.5 million inhabitants (2010) and covers an area of 892 square kilometers. 
Assuming the nearest suburbs are about 4.5 million people in Berlin. Berlin 
is the largest metropolitan area in Europe.1

Berlin was divided after 
the end of World War II 
in 1945 in a Russian, 
an American, a British 
and a French sector, 
and the highest 
authority was in the 
hands of the 
commander center, 
which was composed of 
a military commander 
from each of the 
occupying powers. In 
March 1948 a problem between the two sides began when the Soviet Union 
on one hand and the three Western powers on the other result that the 
Soviet Union left the Allied Control Council and Commandant and started 
blocking the access routes to Berlin.  The Soviet action was a protest against  
 
 

 

Maybe mach more than any other European city, Berlin bears the scars of 
the last century but Berlin does not try to hide its ghosts. Instead, they live 
among the monuments, memorials, architecture and hotspots of this 
courageous, trendy city, which exudes the energy of a capital reborn, but 
remembers being on the frontline of several dark moments in the 20th 
century. 

 
Cold War  
 

                                                           
1 http://www.ne.se/berlin 
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the U.S. in particular about operations aimed at building up West Germany 
economically?2

From an international standpoint dampened excitement surrounding Berlin. 
The tension increased again with the construction of the wall between East 
and West Berlin in August 1961, created by the East German authorities to 
effectively stop the large flow of refugees to the west. 

  
At the same time, it led to the Berlin cleaved into an eastern and a western 
part, and that the Western powers were forced to s et up an airlift to Berlin, 
which raised more than 2 million tons of supplies. This kept going until the 
Russians lifted the blockade in May 1949. Ten years after the first Berlin 
crisis occurred next, when the Soviet Union demanded that Western powers 
troops left West Berlin. Western powers opposed it, and the issue was raised 
both at a conference between the Foreign Ministers and at the meeting 
between J. F. Kennedy and N. Khrushchev in Vienna 1961 without any 
result.  

3

In 1961 began the construction of a physical barrier separating the eastern 
and western sectors of Berlin aimed to prevent the migration of citizens from 
communist sector of the city to the west. The Wall spread throughout Europe 
becoming a symbol of the 
gap produced after the 
Second World War 
between the Eastern bloc 
and the rest of the 
continent until finally, in 
late 1989 opened the 
borders to staging 
communist system in 
Europe. 

 
 
The Berlin Wall  
 

The construction of the 
Berlin Wall and especially 
its fall, have been part of the most important moments in the history of the 
twentieth century. This wall divided Berlin into two parts for 28 years, 
separating families and friends.  
 
The regime of the GDR was one of the hardest in the Eastern bloc.4

                                                           
2 Bra böckers lexikon, band 2, s 326. 
3 Nationalencyklopedin, 2013-01-20.   
4 The Eastern Bloc or Communist Bloc refers to the former communist states of Central and Eastern Europe, 
generally the Soviet Union and the countries of the Warsaw Pact. 

 Through 
a dense network of agents oversaw the Stasi -the secret police- citizen’s 
opinions. At the same time the populations follow developments in West 
Germany through newspapers, radio, and later television, and make 
comparisons.  
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In Berlin the border between East and West was easy to pass. Between 1950 
and 1961 more than 2.5 million people leave East Germany, many of them 
was young and educated.5

On the night of August 13, 1961 the East German government began 
building a three-meter high wall through Berlin, equipped with watchtowers 
and soldiers ready to fire. One month before, 15 June 1961 Walter Ulbricht, 
East German head of state, said “No one has any intention of building a wall.” 
The flight westward stopped and the Wall soon became a symbol of the lack 
of freedom and confinement that existed behind the Iron Curtain.

  
 

6

The Berlin Wall was one of the major East German construction projects, 
was erected in a 
single night and 
became the world's 
symbol of the Cold 
War.  

 
69 points of control was closed, leaving open only 12 of them. The next 
morning, GDR had placed a 155 kilometers temporary fence separating the 
two parts of Berlin. All the communications by car, bus etc were interrupted 
and no one could cross from one side to another. During the following days, 
GDR workers began to build a brick wall and people whose homes were in 
the construction line were evacuated. Over the years, there were many 
escape attempts, some successful, some not, the wall continue expanded to 
the absolute limits to increase safety.  

Many people died in 
the attempt to 
overcome the harsh 
supervision of the 
GDR border guards 
on their way to the 
western sector. The exact number of victims is subject to dispute and is not 
known with certainty. The Berlin prosecutor considers that the total is 270 
people, including 33 who died as a result of the detonation of mines. 
Meanwhile the Centre for Historical Studies of Potsdam estimated at 125 the 
total death in the area of the wall. 
 
There are several stretches of the original Wall left standing; I have visited 
several of the places such as Schwarzkopfstrasse, Niederkirchnerstrasse, 
Kochstrasse and Potsdamer Platz but the best places to see the Wall are at 
the former “Death Strip”7

                                                           
5 Nyström H, Nyström L, Nyström Ö. Perspektiv på historien, Gleerups, s 348. 
6 The Iron Curtain symbolized the ideological conflict and physical boundary dividing Europe into two separate 
areas from the end of World War II in 1945 until the end of the Cold War in 1991. 
7 The Berlin Wall consisted of electric fences, vehicle barriers and a "death strip" patrolled by the border 
guards. 

 on Bernauer Strasse, at the East Side Gallery  
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across from the Ostbahnhof. For those who want to get an idea of what the 
former Berlin Wall was, its importance to the city and its inhabitants may do 
so at the Memorial in Bernauer Street. There is, not only preserved part of 
the wall, but we also can find two steel walls, 70 meters long, the entire 
border and trenches, all this gives us a vision of what was commonly called 
the "Death Strip ". 
The fall of the Wall links the past with the future, it opens a door to a new 
era and creates bridges between different historical periods. The ruins or 
remains are left to future generations to remember these important events 
that took place at this 
location. Sometimes it can 
be fashioned or glorious 
events, sometimes events 
that should never be 
repeated. Memorials and 
monuments can be 
created to commemorate a 
person, to honor a great 
event to remind you of a 
victorious time. On the 
other hand memorials and 
monuments are sometimes 
there to raise awareness of events that should not happen again. The 
meanings of these memorials are to create an awareness that will remain in 
people's memory, “the aim of some memorials is to educate the next 
generation and to inculcate in it a sense of shared experience and destiny”8

                                                           
8 Young, James Edward, The texture of memory: Holocaust memorials and meaning, Yale University Press, New 
Haven, 1993, s 2. 

  
 
 
The Berlin Wall Memorial 
 
The Berlin Wall Memorial or Gedenkstätte & Berliner Maueres 
Dokumentationszentrum -the central monument of German division- is 
located in the center of the capital on the historic site in Bernauer Strasse, 
eventually extending along 1.4 kilometers of the former border strip. 
The Memorial contains the last piece of the Berlin Wall with the preserved 
grounds behind him and is therefore capable of conveying an impression of 
how the border fortifications developed until the end of the 1980s. 
 
The events that took place here along with preserved historical remains and 
the remains of border barriers will help make the history of the division of 
Germany understandable to the new generations. A clarification of terms 
between monuments and memorials may be necessary at this point. 
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Monuments and memorials have different purposes and differ significantly, 
monuments remain celebratory markers of triumphs and heroes while 
memorials recall only deaths or tragic events "we erect monuments so that we 
shall always remember and build memorials so that we shall never forget” 9

The Berlin Wall fell on the night of Thursday, November 9, 1989, to Friday, 
November 10, 1989, 28 years after its construction. The opening of the Wall, 
known in Germany under the name of die Wende – change - was a result of 
the need for freedom of movement in the former GDR and the constant 
escapades to the embassies of countries capital Prague and Warsaw Pact 
and the border between Hungary and Austria, which imposed fewer 
restrictions from August 23.

  
 
The former “no man’s land” between Brunnenstrasse and Gartenstrasse has 
been preserved, undeveloped, in its original width and an outdoor exhibition 
is being laid out here. The exhibition uses concrete examples to describe the 
purpose and function of the Berlin Wall. It concentrates especially on the 
stories of people whose lives were disrupted or restricted by the Wall, who 
were expelled from their homes because of it, or who attempted to escape 
over it. Berlin Wall acquires a fundamental value, by becoming part of the 
cultural heritage of the German people; heritage will factor the capacity for 
symbolic representation of identities. For 28 years the wall separating 
families and friends, separated the same continent and extinguished the 
hopes and dreams of people wanting to live in freedom. 
 
Reunification 
 

10

blocks), hammered by artist Gunter Demnig

 
The history of Berlin since that night has been one of the most complete 
urban transformations in history. 
 
Berlin lives with the memory of its past like no other city, and its atonement 
for the deeds committed in World War II can be seen everywhere, from large-
scale projects to the small golden paving stones, Stolpersteine (stumbling  

11

                                                           
9 Ibid,s 3.  
10 McKay John P, John Buckler, Bennett David Hill, Patricia Buckley Ebrey, Roger B Beck.  A 
History of World Societies, Boston. Palgrave Macmillan, s 1006, 1007. 
11 German artist. He is known for his "Stolperstein" memorials to the victims of Nazi persecution and 
oppression in Nazi Germany. 

 into the pavements in front of 
houses where people were taken to concentration camps. 
Like no other European capital, Berlin's buildings bear witness to the 
chaotic history of the 20th century, from the beginning of urban planning for 
a working-class population, the creative, experimental years of the Bauhaus 
and the birth of modernism, the destruction after the Nazi period, the city 
divided in the Cold War to its rebirth as Germany's capital after the fall of 
the Berlin Wall. 
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Germany through the conservation and maintenance of monuments and 
memorials such as the Berlin Wall attempts to preserve their historical 
memory. These monuments and memorials are an important legacy for 
future generations and perhaps a reminder of horrible mistakes that should 
not happen again. 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

“The end result of the multiples phases of post-
reunification memorials is a general map of Berlin’s collective 
consciousness that follows the sinuous road toward true 
cultural reunification and acceptance of national history that 
has yet to come” 12

                                                           
12 Macleod Alex. Martyrs & Memories: Berlin’s Struggle to Remember and Forget, Observations of Berlin. 
History FCRH ’13. Fordham University. 
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